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Farewell, Sidi
The Church of St.
Peter and St. Paul in
Wangford was
packed to capacity
to celebrate the
extraordinary life of
our co-founder and
past Chairman, Sidi
Scott, who sadly
passed away in
November.

In a celebration of
her life conducted by Wangford’s rector, the Rev. Alan
Perry, a congregation of over 270  - family and friends,
actors and audiences - gathered to both pay their
respects and be wonderfully entertained by virtue of
spoken word, song and music from the many who held
Sidi dear.

Sidi’s daughters, Nikki and Emma, paint a wonderful
picture of her immensely interesting, successful and
varied life on page 7.

You are not only invited, you are actively encouraged to attend this year’s

Friday 5th April 2019 - 7.00 p.m. prompt start
At the William Godell Pavilion, Southwold Common

For more information, please go to page 3

It’s all change at the Summer Theatres
As you will read throughout this edition, there are significant changes
afoot regarding both Southwold and Aldeburgh Summer Theatres
this coming season.  These have arisen because the production
company that has presented all the seasons since the days of Jill Freud
& Company, Suffolk Summer Theatres Limited, has recently been
wound up and no longer exists.

However, both venues – the Southwold Arts Centre and Aldeburgh’s
Jubilee Hall – have been actively involved in discussions with two
separate companies with the aim that we all get our annual Summer
dose of theatrical entertainment as usual.  As we go to press, details
are still firming up so FESPA News cannot in this instance bring you
its usual concise synopsis of plays, dates, matineés, booking
arrangements, etc. We appreciate this is not ideal from an advanced

booking perspective but in this issue we’re sharing with you all the
information we have to date. However, if all goes as planned, the
mailing of this issue should contain a separate advanced booking form
for the Southwold season.

So please turn to:

Page 2 for Peter Adshead’s view from the Southwold Arts
Centre;

Page 4 for an introduction from mtp - the theatre company who
will be bringing you the 2019 season in Southwold; and

Page 6 for news from a group of local actors and directors
planning to present a different season in Aldeburgh.
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NEW BEGINNINGS
from Peter Adshead, Arts Centre Director

Dear ‘Friends’

and a big welcome from Southwold Arts Centre (aka St Edmund’s
Hall), for over 80 years the home of Southwold Summer Theatre,
a tradition that I am pleased to announce will be continuing for
many years to come!

However, I have to announce the company behind recent summer
seasons (2012 onwards) - Suffolk Summer Theatres Ltd. - is no
longer trading so will not be producing the seasons in Southwold
or Aldeburgh. This may not be a surprise to you following the
drastically reduced attendance in recent years.  This has been in
no way a reflection on our highly talented external Directors and
companies (acting and on-stage production teams) who have
worked tirelessly for your entertainment and overcome their
playing to half-empty auditoria. Although not directly involved in
production over the last few years, I was still listed as a Producer
and so apologise to all those affected.

As the Director of Southwold Arts Centre (now a very well
established and the go-to entertainment venue in Southwold –
open all year round), I have invited a very experienced producer to
stage a Summer season at Southwold. He is Matthew Townshend
who I had previously known as both a producer of the Frinton

Summer Theatre and a fellow professional member of our industry
body - UK Theatre. Matthew has written an in-depth introduction
and season outline elsewhere in this issue.♦

During our negotiations I have secured the previous FESPA
discount for members (£1 off per ticket per membership). However
this will ONLY be available during the FESPA early booking period.
There will be a season ticket offer which gives 5% discount when
booking all 4 plays.

Although Matthew has been unsuccessful in his discussions with
the Jubilee Hall for this year, I do invite any FESPA members from
Aldeburgh to give our hospitality a try at Southwold.

Along with much improved box-office facilities, new seating, a new
technical team and new additions to our front of house staff, 2019
is definitely a season of change and we hope a return to our core
ideals where ’the play’s the thing’.

There is a long tradition of theatre in Southwold and I intend that
the tradition will thrive moving forward.

I look forward to welcoming you soon.

Peter
♦ See page 4

“Theatre is a series of insurmountable obstacles on the road to imminent disaster.”

The 2019 Grand Showbiz Quiz
Huge congratulations to
Peter Gibbs who stepped in
at relatively short notice as
question-setter and compère
for our  5th annual winter
quiz evening.  Aided and
abetted by no fewer than
three members of the Gibbs
family, Peter presided over a
hugely enjoyable start to
FESPA’s 2019 fund-raising
activities.

The evening was doubly enjoyable thanks to Jane Ackroyd, Louise Stammers Stroyan and their merry
band of helpers serving up a superb three-course supper to help stimulate the cerebral processes.

Thanks also to all who donated raffle prizes - not least for the wonderful fruit basket from Matt Barbrook
and all the team at Little Gems in the Market Place, Southwold.  Overall, the quiz and raffle together gave
a marvellous boost to FESPA funds of around £700.

A great start to the year.  Thanks to all who took part and congratulations to ‘The 50%-ers’ who won
overall with an impressive 160 points.

Sheila Caryer, Jacqs Hartnell, Amanda Priestley,
Suzanne Gould, Charlotte Clark & Geoffrey Caryer

Peter Gibbs - inquisitor extraordinaire
pictured with his daughter, Sally
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“ The Times, They Are A-Changin’ ”
Find out how, why, when and where at FESPA’s

Annual General Meeting
The 2019 AGM takes place on starting 
prompt.  Once again the venue is the  on
Southwold Common.  For those who have not been before, the satnav
postcode is 

All members for whom it is practical to attend are encouraged to do
so as it provides a wonderful opportunity to all meet up, catch up on
all aspects of FESPA’s activities over the past 12 months and the
aspirations for the coming year.  If you’re reading the printed version
of this issue, you should find a copy of the Agenda and the Minutes
of last year’s AGM enclosed; if you’re reading from e-mail, then these
documents will be in a separate attachment. Please be
environmentally conscious and bring these along to the meeting so
we can keep the printing out of extra copies to a minimum.
In a break from recent tradition, the meeting this year will continue
all the way through to the end without a break.  But, fear not, dear

Fespians, there will be plenty of time for socialising accompanied by
the necessary liquid refreshment after the formalities have ceased.
The formal ‘business’ part shouldn’t take too long; we’ll then be
treated to a talk from our surprise guest speaker  - yet to be
announced.
But – before all that – there is the necessary matter of elections for
the vacant positions of Trustees. This year, three of our current
Trustees complete their current term and become eligible for
re-election. All fully paid-up FESPA members are both welcome and
indeed encouraged to propose nominations for vacant Trustee
positions. Nominations must be in writing and sent to the Hon.
Secretary:

.
The closing deadline for all nominations is midnight on 

.

Your 2019 Subscription …
… is now due and you should find a renewal form enclosed with mailing of the printed edition of this issue.  Your subscription is vital if
FESPA is to continue all the positive initiatives in supporting our local summer theatre organisations and the performing arts in East
Suffolk. So please renew whilst it is fresh in your mind.
There are a number of ways you can help to enable FESPA to use its funds more effectively.
● Renew promptly – it costs money to print and send out reminders
● If you are a UK taxpayer, ensure you elect for Gift Aid by completing the appropriate section on the form.  Since becoming a charity,

the Friends additionally have received from HMRC over £21,000 – monies that are put to good use to further the aims of FESPA.
● Please consider making an additional charitable donation over and above the nominal renewal rate.  Donations of £25 or more are

publicly acknowledged.
● Join EasyFundraising.  So far the few Friends who actively use this scheme have increased FESPA funds by nearly £450.  Imagine

how much we could generate if the majority of our membership participated!
Thank you.

This year’s  INK Festival is on April 12th, 13th and 14th.

2019 will be the fifth year that the INK Festival has been held at The
Cut, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8PY, showcasing
over 35 brand new short plays including a
musical.  Staged and performed by 40
professional actors and directors, it is one of
the largest producing festivals in the UK. INK
2019 will also feature performance poetry
curated by one of the patrons, Luke Wright,
talks and workshops by prominent writers and
theatre practitioners, comedy and children's
activities.

After the sell-out success of last year, it has been expanded to include

a third day with performances taking place in additional new locations,
including The MR King showroom and The Museum.

Four well-known writers have each written a 5-minute script around
a common theme – Scarlett Curtis, Paul Heiney, Shappi Khorsandi and
Greg Mosse will all have their plays performed at The Festival.

Performance Poet Luke Wright will perform; Shappi Khorsandi, (Mock
the Week, Have I Got News for You, QI and I'm a Celebrity) is in
stand-up comedy on Saturday 13th April. Workshops and talks will
be given by Greg Mosse, Richard Curtis, Robin Brook and many more
leading theatrical professionals. There is a children's programme 'A
play in a day' - children will be given the opportunity to write, produce
and perform a play in 24 hours.

Art@ INK, an exhibition of 12 artists’ new
work will be shown for the first time in The
Gallery at The Cut.

Julia Sowerbutts, Artistic Director, tells us "We
have received over 300 submissions of new
short plays for stage and radio, a huge increase
on last year - 2019 is going to be a wonderful
festival of such contrasting work - a showcase
of the incredible talent here in Eastern England"

The INK box office is now open on 01986 872555 – inkfestival.org

THINK

Shappi Khorsandi
Script and Stand-up

“Why do you act? You act for an audience. In the theatre, you're in their presence. Film stars don't know what it is to
have an audience.”

www.inkfestival.org
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Spread the word - the Summer Theatre in East Suffolk is alive, kicking and with a brand new look!

A Friends introduction to mtp
the future. However, I’m delighted
that Theatre on the Coast will have
a presence in both towns, as we are

planning two days at the
beginning of August with the
opening of the new Museum at Aldeburgh’s Moot Hall,
where we shall be running a Performance Workshop
over the two days for younger people and children aged
8 years up based on Shakespeare’s plays and the Sea.
Look out for more details about this and also about
associated events on Sundays during August at the
Southwold Arts Centre. These will include a concert
with  and , –
fast up and coming Ipswich-based singers and musicians

who provided the soundtrack for our production of ‘Hobson’s
Choice’ – and a ‘Meet The Playwrights’ evening.

I’m very excited to move ahead with making connections in both
communities and, together with Peter Adshead at the Southwold
Arts Centre, rebuilding the sense of ownership by local people of
their own Theatre.

We’ve got lots of exciting plans for the future development of the
season but right now here is a little bit of what we’re going to see
this summer”:

mtp is short For Matthew Townshend Productions, an award-
winning  professional theatre company started by Matthew 20 years
ago and based in Suffolk since 2009. Producing a wide range of
tours, smaller scale projects, Community Arts events
and Educational Programmes, mtp was also responsible
for running Frinton Summer Theatre for two seasons in
2013-14.

As Projects Director, Matthew writes: “We are thrilled
to be taking on the heritage of Suffolk Summer Theatre,
Jill Freud & Company and all those who have produced
the historic seasons in Southwold and in Aldeburgh.
We can confirm that the 2019 season will open on
Wednesday 10th July at Southwold Arts Centre.
Between then and the end of August we will present
four productions, three of them local premieres. Our aim is to bring
a fresh new look to the repertoire, whilst making sure that we
honour the great tradition of entertainment on the coast.

The last few weeks have seen us engaged in a busy round of
meetings and conversations in Southwold, in Aldeburgh and with
many of the people who have been associated with the Summer
Theatre in previous seasons. At the end of it all, although we will
not be transferring any of the Southwold shows to Aldeburgh this
year, we remain in discussion with the Jubilee Hall trustees about

A Bunch Of Amateurs by Ian Hislop and Nick Newman

Ian Hislop (editor of , star of BBCTV’s ‘Have I got News for You’) and cartoonist Nick Newman first wrote ‘A bunch of
Amateurs’ as a film. The stage play is a little more recent and was first seen at the Watermill, Newbury in 2014.

The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband by Debbie Issitt

Debbie Issitt is now as well known for her hit comedy films ‘Nativity’ and ‘Confetti’.  In this comic thriller from the 1990’s she
paints a hilarious and gruesome picture of a deserted wife’s revenge on her ex-husband.

Matthew Townshend
Photo: tfs

The End Of The Line by Patrick Marlowe

Patrick is an East Anglian writer and actor who has appeared at the National Theatre and closer to home with Eastern Angles. He
has written many plays for Frinton Summer Theatre, which is where ‘The End of The Line’ was first produced in 2011.
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Following FESPA's very kind bursary payment, I am writing to let you know
how I'm getting on. I am now in my second year at the Royal Welsh College of
Music and Drama, which I am thoroughly enjoying and making good progress.
Since going to Cardiff I have been particularly active in brass banding.
I am a member of the City of Cardiff (Melingriffith) Brass Band, and in March
we qualified to participate in the National Brass Band Championships of Great
Britain Final at the Royal Albert Hall in October - the first time the band had
qualified since 1964! It was an amazing experience and one that I will never
forget. I have attached a photo of myself outside the hall.
The bursary money was a great help in going towards the purchase of a new
professional-standard Trumpet, which has helped me progress my standard of
playing, so thanks once again.
Kind regards,
Joe Strowger

from Joe Strowger

Joe has been playing brass instruments since he was 9
years old and was a FESPA bursary recipient in 2017.
See Issue 58

Hobson’s Choice by Harold Brighouse

Starring John D Collins, best known from BBC tv’s smash hit ‘Allo! Allo!’, this new

production has already earned ★★★★+ reviews across the board and will tour
again following its Suffolk revival.

And, to end the season, one of the greatest classics of the British stage, the immortal Lancashire comedy …

Advance booking from March 4th for FESPA members brings the
benefit of a £1 per member ticket reduction. There will also be
a season ticket offer. Prices will be kept the same as 2018,
ranging from £11 - £18 and all further details, including the
planned new (and more comfortable) seating layout in the
auditorium at the Southwold Arts Centre and the associated
pricing tiers, are shown in the advanced booking form enclosed
with the mailing of this issue.

Advanced tickets applications should be made using the tear-off
slip on that form which can either be posted or delivered
personally to the Southwold Arts Centre Box Office. Public
booking will open by the beginning of April and booking will
also then be available online via Ticketsource.

You will see on the booking form that the opening and closing
nights are not listed as part of the priority booking - keep an
eye out via the Southwold Arts Centre and at mtp’s website
www.mtproductions.co.uk for special news on these two
evenings.

mtp are launching a Summer Theatre page on their website and
are working to provide seamless and trouble free access to
booking and information.

For more information in the short term, contact mtp via email
at:  mtproductions@btconnect.com

or telephone 01394 385022 / 07811 359869

Olivier Award winner  with 
in ‘Hobson’s Choice’ – mtp 2018

Photo: Peter Clark

The members’ booking discount of £1 per ticket per membership only runs for the
duration of the advance booking period which is

.
All members who were fully paid up at the end of 2018 are eligible for this discount

Turn to Page 8 for
Southwold Arts Centre

Box Office details

www.mtproductions.co.uk
mailto:mtproductions@btconnect.com
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Dear FESPA members,
As most of you will now know, following the 2018 season, the
organisation known as 'Suffolk Summer Theatre' or SST  ceased.
(SST Ltd was the delivery arm of the 'Southwold and Aldeburgh
Theatre Trust' set up by Jill Freud with other Trustees).
Our great news is that with the full blessing of Jill, as our first
Patron, and the other Trustees, a new company has been formed
called 'Southwold and Aldeburgh Theatre' and we will be
presenting an exciting and entertaining season this summer at
the Aldeburgh Jubilee Hall from Tuesday 23rd July to Saturday
31st August 2019.
This programme will include a scintillating comedy, a thrilling
murder mystery, and a special family show, exciting showcases and
interactive events for all ages during our 'Festival Week'. These will
include a tribute to Sidi Scott with a draw (of course) in aid of East
Coast Hospice – her charity – and the return of the popular Sunday
Night Specials. See below for all the details of the programme; there
will be early booking and discount for FESPA members who will
also receive a very warm invitation to all our Company events.  If
numbers support this, direct transport will also be arranged for a
small fee from Southwold to the Aldeburgh shows.
So who are 'Southwold and Aldeburgh Theatre'?
You will recognise many names from our long-standing legacy
Company and we are so excited to be working together again this
year: Richard Blaine,  Miri Birch, Naomi Evans, Marianne Fellowes,
Alan Horne, Barbara Hegarty, Paul Hegarty, Rosanna Miles,
Michael Shaw, Mark Sterling, Hannah Walmsley and Tessa
Wojtczak.  These have been joined by colleagues who also have
strong links to East Suffolk over many years including Nikki Scott
and Martin Smith, Joseph Cooksey, and Julia Sowerbutts (of INK).
Although he lives in Wales, another individual with a love of this
special place is award winning director Phil Clark who will be
returning this year along with - for his first year with us - acclaimed
Ovalhouse, London, Director Owen Calvert-Lyons.
Together Southwold and Aldeburgh Theatre Company brings
many years extensive experience in all aspects of theatre
production, funding, marketing, business and social media skills.
Our firm aim is to continue to deliver excellent theatre.   We have

listened to YOU, our audience
and have taken your feedback
on board within this
opportunity to 'refresh' the
model of the summer season
and have included planned
collaborations with other
inspiring Suffolk theatre-
makers and entertainers.
Producers Richard Blaine and Marianne Fellowes (along with
colleagues designer Miri Birch and business consultant Joseph
Cooksey who are respectively looking after the costumes, props and
sets and spearheading our new social media and on-line presence)
have also become the 'custodians' of all the other physical assets -
providing safe storage and maintenance, as well as using them for
our productions.  As a new exciting venture, we are going to be
making these assets (bought by the Trust over 40 years,  and using
some of the generous grants from FESPA) available to other
organisations in Suffolk who share the same values and objectives
of the 'family' which Jill, Sidi and others lovingly created and
energetically supported, that we are so proud to be a part of.
With the development of our family shows and wider outreach into
our local communities begins another new chapter - with the aim
to inspire a young company and future new audiences.
We look forward to seeing you all at our shows.
Warmest best wishes,
Southwold and Aldeburgh Theatre Company.

And so to Aldeburgh and plans of a different nature from some old friends

Southwold & Aldeburgh Theatre Company
Fundraising Evening with Entertainment and Supper

to launch the Summer Season

Friday 29th March – 7.00 p.m. for 7.30. p.m. start
St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church Hall. Aldeburgh

Raffle + Bring & Buy stall in aid of FESPA
Tickets £8.00 per person – call or txt 07771 593218

Full details of the season and how to book will be available

Tuesday 23rd July to Saturday 3rd August 8pm
with matinees each Thursday and Saturday at
5pm (evening show 8:15pm)

 by Noel Coward (his most successful West End hit).
One man, two wives – intensely funny, it combines farce, emotion and Coward's signature,
razor sharp wit.

Week beginning Sunday 4th August Festival week including  events and showcases from the very best
of the East Suffolk Arts community and a Tribute evening to  with fundraising draw
for East Coast Hospice.
Programme to be confirmed, please call 07771 593218 or see our website for full details:
www.southwoldandaldeburghtheatre.co.uk

Tuesday 13th August to Saturday 24th August
8pm with matinees each Thursday and
Saturday at 5pm (evening show 8:15pm)

 by Anthony Shaffer (this Broadway success by the author of 'Sleuth' will take
you to Agatha Christie's England where six strangers and a butler gather in a mansion
during a thunderstorm).
A torrent of merriment, heavy with excitement and murderous surprises.

Tuesday 27th to Saturday 31st August 8pm with
matinees each Thursday and Saturday at 5pm
(evening show 8:15pm)

 by Noel Coward (his most successful West End hit).
One man, two wives – intensely funny, it combines farce, emotion and Coward's signature,
razor sharp wit

Saturdays 27th July, 3rd 10th 17th 24th and 31st August at 11am. and
Sundays 28th July, 4th 11th 18th and 25th August at 3pm

 – a show for all ages.
Tracey Power’s lively, youthful and powerful adaptation of the Rudyard Kipling classic with all our favourite Jungle characters.
Special events on the evenings of:
Sunday 28th July –  (on the theme of ‘Love’)
Sunday 25th August –  (on the theme of ‘The Sea’)

www.southwoldandaldeburghtheatre.co.uk
www.southwoldandaldeburghtheatre.co.uk
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S
idi (christened
Gillian Veronica
Matheson Bain)

was born on 13 November
1933, the second child of
Dr William and Sybil Bain,
she had one brother,
Adrian, three years her
senior.   The family lived
very happily in Bristol until
the outbreak of war.
However, when the bombs
started landing on the city
- the incendiaries were
literally landing on their

roof - it was decided that the children must be
evacuated to Scotland.  Adrian and Gillian travelled
with their mother to Aberdeen, taking three days to
get there by train.    The children spent several years
in Scotland, in separate boarding schools, only seeing
their parents and each other in the school holidays.
Towards the end of the war Gillian finally moved
south again to a school in Burnham-on-Sea.   It was
here that her theatrical streak was identified -
apparently much time was spent dancing around with
tissues on her head, playing Queen of the Fairies. The
headmistress suggested she definitely needed a more
artistic environment!  Gillian’s Mum Sybil (whose own
father had thwarted her own ambition to go into the
theatre) was delighted and immediately set off on a mission to find the
right school.  She chose a new theatrical boarding school in Tring,
Hertfordshire which was based in the beautiful former house and gardens
of the Rothschilds.
Gillian had started dancing at a very young age; her Mum Sybil taught her
initially followed by the very aptly named Miss Heaven!   She had also had
elocution lessons and fondly recalled her first stage performance in a
Greek tragedy playing a dead Prince, in the arms of a fifteen-year-old
Deborah Kerr.  Most memorably her first stage direction from the
teacher was “if you open your eyes, I’ll kill you”.
When Gillian went professional, she took the stage name Sidonie Darrell
and that was the start of her more familiar name, Sidi.  She began her
career as a classical ballet dancer, joining the Alicia Markova and Anton
Dolin Company, that same company is now better known as English
National Ballet.  She thoroughly enjoyed her time with the company both

in London and then touring.  This was followed by a
stint with Bristol Old Vic as the Principal Dancer
before she truly found her niche in musical theatre.
Her various musicals included Carousel, Bells Are
Ringing, Kismet, Kiss Me Kate and The Golden Touch
plus many Revues at The Palladium, the Prince of
Wales, The Hippodrome and the Cambridge Theatre.
Throughout this period, she worked with stars as
varied as Norman Wisdom, Morecambe and Wise,
Donald Sinden, Gracie Fields, Donald Pleasance,
Harry Secombe and Tommy Steele not to mention
Shetland ponies a Borzoi dog, chimpanzees and a
flock of trained geese!

Sidi then worked as dancer and choreographer on TV both in England
and abroad, for numerous light entertainment shows including Sunday
Night at the Palladium and Saturday Spectaculars.  Alongside this work

she also danced and sang in cabaret in the West End
at several clubs including Churchills, Winston’s, the
Savoy and Mayfair Hotels working alongside many of
that era’s big names.
It was a very busy time of her life
professionally but she still
managed to provide Sean
Connery with a place to stay
(her kitchen floor!) when he
found himself homeless for a
while!  Needless to say, she
didn’t hear from him again.
Rude.
She married Derek in 1957 and
very happily became stepmum to
his lovely son, Roger.    She and
Derek then went on to have their two girls, Nikki &
Emma followed, of course, by her beloved
Grandchildren Polly & Harriet.
Whilst she was bringing up her own daughters she
moved into choreography and directing – something
she enjoyed tremendously.  She taught Keep-Fit for
many years plus she bravely went back to the barre
and qualified as a ballet teacher.  When she and Derek
moved to Suffolk full-time in 1982 she set up a ballet
school in Southwold and
probably taught 3 generations
of Southwold inhabitants the
joy of dance!   She had several

hobbies over the years, but golf and bridge were
the two that really stood the test of time.  She
was very proud of the fact that she had been
Ladies Captain in 3 different Golf Clubs.
After her family, the love of theatre and
performance was the biggest part of Sidi’s life.

The magic never dimmed
and, right into her 80s, she
was still creating community productions,
choreographing for Southwold Summer Theatre and
performing - including her one-women show about
one of her heroines, Joyce Grenfell.   Sidi and
Derek’s involvement with Southwold Summer
Theatre gave them enormous pleasure and Sidi
hugely enjoyed the chance to choreograph and tread
the boards professionally once more; she appeared
in many shows over several years including Stepping
out and Salad Days.  She also took great pride in

being Chairman of the Friends of the East Suffolk Performing Arts –
FESPA.
Derek sadly died in 2006.  It was difficult for Sidi as she found it very hard
not to have alongside her the man she truly adored.  However, in true
Sidi style she did not “give in” and found much joy in friends and travelling
– the copious cruises!  Of course, cruising meant she could see beautiful
places, eat lovely food, talk to lots of new and interesting people and, of
course, watch an on-board show every night.   Perfect Sidi fare.
She will be much missed by all her family and friends, but I think we can
all be confident that she will have started a ballet class wherever she is
and will probably have bagged a place at the barre next to Margot
Fonteyn….
Sidi, may you keep smiling and, of course, continue to dance up a storm.

Sidi was an integral member of the Summer Theatre family for longer than
most people can remember.  Her contribution over the years was immense
- dancer, actress, choreographer, director and latterly as the Chairman of
the FESPA charity since its formation in 2007.

A congregation packed to capacity at the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul in
Wangford in January heard a variety of speakers and performers paint a
very colourful and frequently amusing picture of Sidi’s successful and varied
life which is wonderfully encapsulated here by her daughters, Nikki Scott and
Emma McGrath.
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Friends’  2019 DIARY ESSENTIALS
Thursday
23rd March

Nominations close for election of Trustees for
the FESPA AGM.  See p. 3

Friday
29th March

Southwold & Aldeburgh Theatre Company
Fundraising Evening. Aldeburgh Church Hall. 7.00 p.m.

Friday
5th April

FESPA AGM - Godell Pavilion, Southwold Common

Friday-Sunday
12th-14th April

Ink Festival - The Cut, Halesworth

Friday
7th June

Aldeburgh Festival opens

Saturday
22nd June

Southwold Arts Festival opens

Sunday
23rd June

Aldeburgh Festival closes

Saturday
29th June

Southwold Arts Festival closes

Friday
5th July

Friends Pre-season Evening
at ‘Woodleys’, Southwold Common

Wednesday
10th July

Southwold Theatre Season opens
The End Of The Line

Tuesday
23rd July

Aldeburgh Theatre Season opens
Blithe Spirit

Saturday
31st August

Southwold Theatre Season closes
Hobson’s Choice

Saturday
31st August

Aldeburgh Theatre Season closes
Blithe Spirit

Thursday
7th November

Ways With Words Literary Festival opens
Southwold

Monday
11th Nov.

Ways With Words Literary Festival closes

Now we are six, we feel that we really are part of Southwold life. Once
again this year we have retained our eclectic programme designed

to appeal to all ages and tastes, local
residents and visitors.

, the only Shadow Chancellor of
the Exchequer to dance Gangnam Style,
will take to the stage on our first evening.
Later in the week we welcome 

, who loves our Southwold
audiences so much she asked to return
to talk about her latest book.
Our stimulating and wide-ranging talks
include an exploration of the Dead Sea
Scrolls, artist and inventor Leonardo Da
Vinci, the mysteries of Sutton Hoo, storm
chasing fierce tornadoes and how it feels
to be on the run from the FBI.

If you enjoy flower arranging you will be
thrilled to see a demonstration by

. He creates stunning
installations for RHS shows, is an
Ambassador for British Flowers and the
Floral judge from BBC's Big Allotment
Challenge.

 is back with his popular
one-man celebration of radio comedy
classic Hancock's Half Hour. He includes
one lost episode and two new episodes,
with James voicing the entire cast.
This year we have two opportunities for
you to experience opera. On Sunday

evening we
have an Opera Gala…with a community
twist. Opera singers  and

 will entertain us with the
support of a community choir. On Saturday
29th  will be staging short
operas with children from Southwold
Primary, Reydon Primary, and Saint Felix
Prep Schools.
As usual the Young Musicians will thrill us
with their talent at lunchtime concerts.

, Jools Holland's guitarist,
will be appearing with his trio; The Roy
Orbison Story will be told midweek;
followed by

 and
finally we have the 

.
The Festival will start with a street party.
This year's theme is Fantastic Creatures.
Join in the fun! The parade is open to all
- dress up as a dragon, unicorn or any
other weird creature - join the parade at
11.45 at the police station - you may win
a prize for the best costume!
Look at our website for more details on
all our events and book your tickets -
www.southwoldartsfestival.co.uk

Festival Director, Lin Le Versha, gives us a
sneak preview of this year’s MERWYN CUNLIFFE

In the last issue, we brought news of the death of Peggy
Hurren who had been the mainstay of the box office in
Southwold for a number of years.

Now , sadly, we are equally sorry to have to report the recent
passing of  Merwyn Cunliffe who coincidently ran the box
office from his home and in Aldeburgh for many years on
behalf of the Summer Theatre.  Many of you may also
remember Merwyn running the bookstall for the Summer
Theatre Fêtes at Westons, Walberswick. Our thoughts and
condolences go out to his family.

Ed Balls

Lucy Worsley
Photo: Ben Turner

Jonathan Moseley

Mark Flanagan

Box Office
Opening Hours

from Monday 4th March 2019
Monday - Fr iday 10.30 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.

S t .  Edmund’ s  Ha l l ,  Cumber land Road,
Southwold ,  Su f fo lk .  I P18 6JP

01502 722572
in fo@southwoldar t s .o rg

The Summer issue of FESPA News will be distributed
around the middle of May

Please share your thoughts and views on anything and everything
including any great new fundraising ideas

www.southwoldandaldeburghtheatre.co.uk
mailto:info@southwoldarts.org
mailto:warwick@fespa.co.uk

